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MENTAL HEALTH CRIMINAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE                                                         of the Wisconsin Council on Mental Heath
MINUTES – June 9, 2016 Meeting 
Attendees:       Committee Members: Committee Chair Mishelle O’Shasky (MHC/GEP); Committee-Co-Chair Tamra Oman, DHS/WI Resource Center); Ron Jansen (consumer – by phone); Bob Dore (consumer – by phone); Lorie Goeser (DHS/DMHSAS); Mary Delaney (Legal Action of WI); D’Angelo Capriglione (DHS – PACT Program); Lori Yach (consumer).

	Advisors: Brian Weidman (DOC) – by phone; Valerie Gonsalves (DOC, psychologist manager).

	Others: Mike Derr (DHS/DMHSAS – Committee staff person); Patricia Williams (guest); Amber Horst (guest); Dana Roth (guest); Z! Haukeness (guest presenter)

Meeting called to order at 10:05 a.m. by Mishelle O’Shasky, Committee Chair.  
· Roll call of attendees who were present at DOC and who introduced themselves, and of those who called in by phone. 
· Committee member Mary Delaney read the Review of Meeting Guidelines handout.
· All attendees briefly described a recent positive experience to celebrate.
· No one suggested any additions to the meeting agenda. 
· April 2016 meeting minutes were reviewed.  No changes were recommended.  Ron Jansen moved to accept the minutes, Bob Dore seconded the motion.  Committee voted unanimously to approve the minutes.

Announcements:

1. Mishelle O’Shasky noted that she was to appear in a webinar that on June 30th, to talk about the importance of peer support for inmates.  A Vera Institute representative was to also speak. 

WI Dept. of Health Services Update:

Committee member Lorie Goeser gave several updates on DHS activities.  (1) DHS is seeking to feature more criminal justice-related presenters at the October 2016 Mental Health & Substance Abuse Conference at Kalahari Resort in WI Dells.  (2) Lorie Goeser highlighted information received when recently attending the National Drug Court Treatment Standards conference.  (3) The federal SAMHSA (Substance Abuse & Mental Health Services Administration) is providing a medication-assisted treatment (MAT) program in July, to include two locations in Wisconsin.  (4) Lorie noted an August training session that will focus on development of placement criteria during assessments.  For example, are the criminal needs or risks of a consumer high?  Only those persons should be held in jail; otherwise, such a placement could do more harm.  Mishelle O’Shasky mentioned that DOC facilities have now been starting to assess inmates for trauma-related experiences, and DOC has reduced talk about drug testing.

(5) Committee member Tamra Oman mentioned the problem of some staff not receiving trauma-informed care (TIC) training or gaining a good understanding.  Lorie Goeser noted that TIC training won’t be effective if top policymakers and decisionmakers aren’t also on board – they need to set the tone for the whole group and serve as role models.  Lorie added that in order for correctional staff to use ACE scores correctly, they need ACE training.  Otherwise, inmates run the risk of being re-traumatized.  Tamra Oman stated that she serves on the TIC Committee within DOC.
Incarceration and LGBTQ Community:

Z! Haukeness gave presentation, and shared handouts (and referenced handouts that Mike Derr was to email to committee members and advisors after the meeting).  Haukeness works with the homeless population in Dane County and works for the Trans Health Initiative in the county.  Z! presented on medical and mental health services pertaining to gender identity, particularly what procedures or services may be included or excluded under insurance policies and HMOs.  Committee and other meeting attendees offered several observations regarding transgender persons in correctional settings.  Guest Valerie Gonsalves, DOC psychologist manager, noted that DOC no longer is automatically segregating the transgender population as a matter of policy.  She mentioned that some inmates experience gender dysphoria.  Committee advisor Brian Weidman stated that there are some institutions where transgender persons are still held separately.  Ron Jansen added that in Minnesota and other states, this population may be placed in protective custody.  Tamra Oman agreed that support groups and training opportunities are needed for transgender inmates.  She mentioned the resources available at WI Resource Center.  Too often staff in corrections do not talk about concepts like sexual identification or cultural identification.  

Haukeness also mentioned coming from an abolitionist perspective when advocating for the rights of the LGBTQ in corrections.  Z! gave some experiences of transgender inmates with their probation officers (PO) when released from prison.  On multiple occasions, the PO required the inmates to present as their natural gender, not their identified gender.  Mishelle O’Shasky called this a form of discrimination.  Valerie Gonsalves acknowledged that this is a complicated and difficult issue, noting that there are security and identification reasons why POs require this.  Haukeness also mentioned the discrimination that transgender inmates face when seeking transitional housing upon their release.  Z! was also aware of situations where during a revocation an inmate could be released on signature bond, but instead transgender inmates were held in segregation in jail for many months.  

Committee Membership Guidelines:

Tamra Oman mentioned that the Membership Workgroup could not meet between the April committee meeting and today, so they don’t have specific recommendations to share today.  What are three priorities or concepts that this workgroup should focus on?  Workgroup should set tangible goals.  She suggested that the committee should first address the new Strategic Plan, then address committee membership priorities.  Other members concurred.  

Ron Jansen emphasized that committee leaders must reach out to members who have not been attending recent meetings, ask them whether they want to stay and intend to participate.  Otherwise, they should be removed from the committee.  Some members have not been very active over the past five years.  Mishelle O’Shasky and Mike Derr will send out emails to non-active members to ascertain their interest and future participation.  Ron Jansen also suggested that committee members who have been serving regularly should receive a certificate or some sort of recognition.  Lorie Goeser noted that the SCAODA Council has issued recognition certificates.  

Committee’s 2016-19 Strategic Plan:

Mishelle O’Shasky suggested that the new Strategic Plan address what the Criminal Justice Committee’s major charge should be, including taking issues and proposals to the WI Council on Mental Health.  She believes the Committee should address bigger, higher-level issues and general proposals and recommendations for the full Council to consider.  The Committee and Council both should have input on block grant spending.
[bookmark: _GoBack]During discussion, Tamra Oman suggested that each committee member and advisor pick 1-3 topics or priorities under each major topic or category, and bring to the August committee meeting.  Committee member D’Angelo Capriglione felt the Strategic Planning Workgroup should brainstorm regarding all potential topics, then narrow down to a few priorities.  Potential topics should include released inmate access to medication and smooth transition back into the community.  Ron Jansen stated that the first step needs to be reviewing level of progress made on the 2013-16 strategic plan priorities, and determining whether to continue them in the new plan.  The Strategic Planning Workgroup was formed, and will include D’Angelo Capriglione, Ron Jansen, Mary Delaney, Lori Yach and possibly Brian Weidman.  Tamra Oman and Lorie Goeser will both serve in an advisory role, and Mike Derr will serve as the staff resource for the workgroup.  The Workgroup will report back to the full Committee at the August meeting.

Meeting was adjourned at 12:00 p.m., upon motion of Lorie Goeser, seconded by Mishelle O’Shasky.
Minutes respectfully submitted by Mike Derr, DHS/DMHSAS.  Next meeting is Thursday, August 11, 2016 in Madison at DOC, beginning at 10 a.m.
