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CRIMINAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE                                                                                       of the Wisconsin Council on Mental Health                                                                               DOC Central Office Building                                                                                                      3099 E. Washington Ave., Madison, WI                                                                             Thursday, August 13, 2015

Minutes	
Attendees:      Committee Members: Committee Co-Chair Mishelle O’Shasky (MHC/GEP); Mary Delaney (Legal Action of WI); Sarah Diedrick-Kasdorf (WI Counties Assn); Ron Jansen (citizen) – by phone; Robert Dore (citizen); Norman Briggs (ARC); Lorie Goeser (DHS/DMHSAS); Jamiesue Knowlton (Legal Action of WI) – by phone; Kristi Dietz (DOC) 

	Advisors: Margie Barnes (DOC) – by phone; Tamra Oman (DHS) – by phone; Jeffrey Anders (DOC, Director of Psychiatry); 

	Others: Mike Derr (DHS/DMHSAS – Committee staff person); Mark Flower (Dry Hootch)

Meeting called to order at 10:04 a.m. by Mishelle O’Shasky, Committee Co-Chair.  
· Roll call of attendees who were present at the DOC Central Office Building and those who called in by phone.
· Mark Flower, executive director of Dry Hootch, Wisconsin, introduced himself and described that Dry Hootch is an organization that assists veterans.  He announced two upcoming events for veterans: (1) Restoring Hope – Moral Injury and the Recovery Journey Conference on Sept. 10th in Milwaukee; this is part of the Dry Hootch WI Warrior Summit series.  (2) WI Operation Immersion 3.0 is designed to help reduce the stigma of mental health and substance abuse issues within the military population; scheduled for Sept. 22-24th at Fort McCoy.
· Mike Derr read the Review of Meeting Guidelines that was passed out to attendees.
· No additions to the meeting Agenda were suggested by attendees.
· Attendees reviewed the Minutes from the 6/11/15 Committee meeting.  Mishelle O’Shasky clarified that under the “GEP ‘United We Stand’ Grant Award” section, that while inmates in county jails or federal prisons are not included in the target population under the grant, inmates are encouraged to participate in the discussion groups that start in December 2015.  Norman Briggs moved to approve the Minutes; Mary Delaney seconded the motion.  The Committee adopted the motion unanimously.

Mental Health Block Grant Application to SAMSHA

Mike Derr gave a brief update, referencing the draft Combined Behavioral Health Assessment and Plan that was distributed.  Two passages focus on criminal justice needs and programming: (1) Priority No. 14 – Behavioral Health Services in the Criminal Justice System – measuring increase in the percentage of persons enrolled in a Treatment Alternative & Diversion (TAD) program who receive at least one evidence-based practice; and (2) Environmental Factors and Plan within the subject Criminal and Juvenile Justice.  Regarding the second passage above, Mishelle O’Shasky indicated that the Conditional Release program is now referenced in the Plan, previously it was not.  Also, she cautioned that the county role needs to be defined clearly in the problem solving court setting, so that counties are not harmed from any uncertainty or lack of say in how such programs are operated.  

Lorie Goeser and Kristi Dietz mentioned that WI DOJ is providing 5 regional training sessions on TAD and other alternative court programs.  Teams are being recruited to attend training, which will include discussion on best practices, program standards, and methods to ensure that these programs are not doing more harm than good to participants.

Norman Briggs referenced article noting that in a study of 223 Connecticut inmates, nearly 90% of inmates who have previously been on methadone are cut off from it while in prison and suffer withdrawal.  Inmates continuing to receive methadone while in prison are more likely to continue abstinence from drugs after their release. Tamra Oman isn’t aware of methadone being used in Wisconsin prisons.  Lori Goeser stated that DOC is looking into possibly using medication-assisted treatment to help some inmates transition back home upon release.  Possibly Vivitrol, which would be covered under Badger Care.

Mishelle O’Shasky confirmed that the name “forensic peer specialist will be changed, possibly persons will be called “reentry peer specialists.”

Criminal Justice Committee Member & Advisor Discussion:

Mike Derr briefly summarized the highlights from the one-page handout “Composition of Criminal Justice Committee.”   Sarah Diedrick-Kasdorf suggested that the committee include at least one person from county human services with “on the ground” experience.  Several other committee members supported this suggestion, and the idea that WCHSA could recommend a county worker and tribal worker to be appointed to the committee, someone with mental health, AODA and behavioral health experience.  Kristi Dietz reminded others that counties and tribes all represent separate systems or services, different from the State’s needs.  Kristi and Ron Jansen both said tribes are interested in participating in this committee.

Mark Flower noted that the majority of persons with mental health illnesses also are dealing with substance abuse issues, so committee needs to address co-occurring disorders.  Mishelle O’Shasky and Mike Derr suggested that language should be added to a Criminal Justice Committee Composition guideline that includes persons with substance abuse services background so that the committee can better address co-occurring disorders.  Mike Derr will check with Ryan Stachoviak whether the federal block grant language includes specific requirements regarding committee membership.  The Committee will revisit this issue at the October meeting.  Kristi Dietz and Lorie Goeser can reach out to the DHS Tribal Affairs Office to explore possible tribal representation on the committee.

For future meetings entertaining motions, committee members can’t “appear” and vote by email; this must be done either in person or over the phone.  Norm Briggs noted that SCAODA’s Intervention & Treatment Committee learned this rule recently.

Update on 2015-17 Budget:

Sarah Diedrick-Kasdorf shared a handout of slides highlighting the 2015-17 budget process and final approved budget.  She focused her comments on a few slides and topics:  

1. Counties are limited to raising their spending increases to 1.2% annually. 
2. Intoxicated Driver Grant Program (IDP) is transferred from DOT to DHS.  DHS will look to identify available internal funds to award $731K of grants to counties for next year.  Mishelle O’Shasky expressed skepticism over the effectiveness of IDP, noting there are several ways that participants can avoid detection, thus isn’t an effective deterrent.  Also concerned about impact of IDP requirements on clients in rural areas who reside far from county seats.  Lorie Goeser noted that use of Biomarkers is effective but very expensive.  

3. 24/7 Sobriety Program is a late proposal into budget.  Authorizes DOJ to designate 5 counties to operate a pilot project serving persons with 2 or more OWI offenses.  Bob Dore describes how this program works, involves blowing into cell phone-like device.

4. Consolidation of four separate mental health funding streams plus COP (Community Options Program) funds into one new comprehensive mental health program grant that DHS will administer.

5. New law regarding performance of crisis assessments for purposes of emergency detentions. DHS is given authority to deem who is considered a “mental health professional” for this purpose.  Assessments could be performed by telemedicine as well as in person.

6. Office of Children’s Mental Health director will remain being appointed by the Governor rather than controlled by one specific agency.

7. Budget fully funds the Comprehensive Community Services (CCS) program in the 2015-17 biennium, providing an additional $26 million.

8. DOC portion of budget: Mishelle O’Shasky stated 50 positions are eliminated and 100 beds are added.  Margie Barnes and others noted officers are being pulled from other institutions to help staff Columbia C.I.  Across the state institutions, DOC is down 400 officers right now.

Green Lake Co. Jail Inmates & Mental Health Services:

Bob Dore continued an early presentation and discussion regarding efforts by the Green Lake Co. Jail to assist inmates with advance planning for and accessing mental health services both during and after their incarceration.  Discussion highlights included:

1. Green Lake Co. has one FTE to work with staff and inmates on this task.  
2. Team meetings are held weekly among various disciplines to discuss inmate’s needs.  Mishelle O’Shasky and Tamra Oman both strongly encouraged that inmates must be invited to this meeting to be engaged in their care plans.  Team consists of law enforcement, health & human services, clinician, addiction treatment specialist, CHIPs person plus Bob Dore.
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Ron Jansen noted importance of county having access to a psychologist/psychiatrist.  In Green Lake Co., all services are in same building.  
4. Barriers to re-enrollment into MA/Badger Care include no access to Internet, and lack of verification documents (particularly for the self-employed).  Tamra Oman: Teaching inmates to improve computer literacy is important.





Future Agenda Topics:

· Ron Jansen and members of the Creative Corrections Education Foundation Scholarship program will facilitate discussion on strategies for decreasing criminality/criminal behavior within families that have a member in prison; 
· Mark Flower agreed to discuss Dry Hootch of Wisconsin and its mission and activities.  
· Joann Stephens will provide an update on the Juvenile Justice Policy Initiative and the state plan 

Meeting was adjourned at 11:58 a.m.  Next meeting is on Thursday, October 8th at 10 a.m. at the DOC Central Office Building in Madison.  Note a change in the meeting room, which will occur at the Training Center, Colorado Room.  Minutes respectfully submitted by Michael Derr, DHS/DMHSAS.
