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MEETING OF THE LEGISLATIVE AND POLICY COMMITTEE
June 11, 2015 from 12:30 pm - 3:00 pm
1 West Wilson Street, Madison, Wisconsin

Members of the Committee in Attendance: Shel Gross, Tracy Hassinger, Mary Neubauer, Joanne
Juhnke, Annabelle Potvin, Mike Bachhuber, Mishelle O’Shasky, Barbara Beckert, Mike Lappen, William
Parke-Sutherland, Justin Odulana

DHS Staff in Attendance: Rebecca Wigg-Ninham, Ryan Stachoviak, Joyce Allen

Guests: Dori Richards, Kate McCoy (Office of Children’s Mental Health), Kayla Getfield, Crystal Hester,
Britt Cudaback

MINUTES
Item 1: Call to Order

Review and Approval of the meeting minutes of May 14, 2015

M. Neubauer moved to approve the minutes of May 14, 2015.
A. Potvin seconded the motion.
Motion carries unanimously, minutes of May 14, 2015 approved.

Announcements

S. Gross announced that at the most recent Wisconsin Council on Mental Health (WCMH) meeting the
Council approved the new leadership for the WCMH, effective July 1, 2015. Matt Strittmater will be the
new Chair, Mishelle O’Shasky will be the Vice-Chair, and Julie-Anne Braun will be the Second Vice-Chair.

S. Gross appointed Mike Lappen as primary WCHSA representative to the Legislative and Policy
Committee (LPC).

S. Gross announced that this is A. Potvin’s last meeting. S. Gross and members of the committee
expressed their appreciation for her involvement and the amount she contributed to the Legislative and
Policy Committee, legislative efforts, and mental health advocacy in the state. A. Potvin announced that
she will be starting her MSW this fall, and expressed her gratitude to the group.

J. Juhnke announced that the Children Come First Conference will be held November 10" and 11™. The
theme this year is “Include Me”.

S. Gross announced that the Executive Committee did approve and send a communication to the
Legislature regarding the Opportunities School Partnership Program legislation.



M. Bachhuber announced that a new form of the Murphy Bill is being introduced in congress which may
be of concern to the LPC. The bill is H.R. 2646, the Helping Families in Mental Health Crisis Act of 2015.

Item 2: State Budget and Bills

J. Juhnke discussed the JFC on May 20" took up a large number of education provisions which were not
in the original state budget, many with specific consequences for special needs. Special needs vouchers
were included. The Opportunities School Partnership Program was also included. Another piece of
concern is teacher licensing degradation. This legislation is not getting a lot of focus. This change would
mean people would not need an education degree to teach. Special education teachers would not be
required to have a high school diploma.

K. Kerschensteiner discussed Senate Bill 181. This bill would allow a felon, if found to be unfit to stand
trial for 12 months, that individual could be sentenced to the maximum allowable sentence allowed
under the charge with no due process, and no early release. Many people believe this would be
unconstitutional. DRW is opposing the bill. K. Kerschensteiner stated that SB 181 is worthy of being
opposed by the Committee.

M. Bachhuber moved that the LPC recommend that the Council oppose SB181 over concerns
regarding due process.

M. Neubauer seconded the motion

Motion carries unanimously.

M. Bachhuber stated that the JFC approved broad changes to the long term care proposal a few weeks
ago that were different than Governor’s proposal, but not very different. Many people are still
concerned whether ADRCs will continue in a viable form, IRIS, and concerns what the long-term care
system will look like moving forward. DHS is directed to put together a waiver request with some
stakeholder input but not before there is a proposal developed which is acceptable to CMS. M.
Bachhuber stated that transportation issues are holding up the budget as there is a shortage on
transportation funds.

Item 3: Mental Health Reform Committee

W. Parke-Sutherland stated that he followed up with Rep Tittl’s office. The Committee indicated that
they liked a lot of people’s testimony, and basically said that they understand what people are trying to
tell them, and want to think about it. Indications are that there will not be any new money available this
year. K. Kerschensteiner stated that homelessness services were also discussed with Representative
Tittl.

M. Bachhuber suggested that the group add Police and First Responder training to this list of items the
WCMH advocates for. This could include Crisis Intervention Teams (CIT) training, or involving other
trainings to police and first responders. Cultural sensitivity training may also be important. A. Potvin
stated that it could be a problem to gain additional funding as CIT training is already being funded in
Wisconsin. M. Bachhuber stated that ongoing training is required for police. M. Neubauer stated that in
Milwaukee people have advocated for mobile crisis teams to include peer specialists. But so far plans
are to only utilize peer specialists only for follow up calls. M. Neubauer added that it is a culture
change. Incorporating CIT training can be difficult for those who aren’t exactly open to the concept.



Culture change is required to that people will be open to the training and will utilize what they learn. T.
Hassinger stated that issue does still require advocacy, once you call crisis, people may often feel
stigmatized. J. Odulana stated that the quality of the training is also important to focus on. Cultural
sensitivity is important and must be a component of training.

S. Gross asked if there are people who would like to talk about this issue in the interim. M. Bachhuber,
M. Neubauer, J. Odulana, W. Parke-Sutherland, M. O’Shasky, B. Cudaback, K. Kerschensteiner, and
representatives from NAMI-Wisconsin expressed their interest in further discussions.

Item 4: Federal Legislation

S. Gross discussed the Murphy bill, in some ways there is improvement such as less mandating of
assisted outpatient treatment. However, the bill would eliminate SAMHSA. K. Kerschensteiner added
that the bill reduces protection and advocacy, devalues peer run services, and reduces privacy rights. M.
Bachhuber stated that appears that much of the bill involves taking existing funding and reallocating
that funding. S. Gross noted that Senator Chris Murphy is working on a different mental health bill as
well.

Item 5: Legislative Training

M. Bachhuber provided a presentation regarding Legislation referencing the Wisconsin Legislature’s
document How a Bill Becomes Law: http://legis.wisconsin.gov/assembly/acc/Documents/HABBL.pdf.

Item 6: DMHSAS Updates Joyce Allen

J. Allen discussed that the WCMH noted that for the upcoming block grant plan they would like to see
more consumer level outcomes. The WCMH also recommended that the DMHSAS continue to keep the
following areas as priorities: Promote effective interventions for suicide, evidence based practices in the
criminal justice system, increasing access to mental health services, and increasing the quality of
wraparound care for children. The DMHSAS has also been involved in a number of other areas of late,
such as a juvenile justice policy academy. This work is being done with groups such as the Department
of Public Instruction and the Office of Children’s Mental Health to analyze how to better intervene with
schools. Some schools are already doing this type of work, for example the Beloit School system.

J. Allen added that Lou Oppor, Substance Abuse Services Section Chief, is retiring. The DMHSAS is also
looking to hire staff for Project YES, which will serve transition age youth.

Item 7: Public Comment
No public comment was made.
Item 8: Adjourn

Meeting adjourned at 3:00pm.



